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10-member committee for ‘Namami Gange’ formed, I1T-R prof on board
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/10-member-committee-for-Namami-Gange-formed-IIT-R-prof-on-
board/articleshow/51800655.cms

Roorkee: Union ministry of water resources has constituted a multidisciplinary committee of 10 members for Central
government's ambitious Namami Gange mission. The committee, which includes a professor of Indian Institute of
Technology Roorkee (IIT-R), would work in the capacity of a thinktank to provide inputs to the ministry on various
aspects of rejuvenation of river Ganga.

"I have received the copy of a notification of the ministry of water resources, river development and Ganga rejuvenation
on Monday which says that my name has been included as a technical expert in the thinktank on Namami Gange
project," said Kamal Jain, 56, a professor of civil engineering.

The thinktank will advise the ministry on various conservation efforts such as river basin planning, pollution abatement,
and biodiversity conservation. The committee will also undertake field visits and participate in online discussions with
other experts.

Jain, faculty in the civil engineering department of the institute since 1985, has been associated with Uttar Pradesh
government's mega project to develop Gomti riverfront in Lucknow on international pattern. He is involved in studying
the environmental impact of the project. He completed his Bachelor of Engineering (Honors) in civil engineering from
BITS Pilani in 1982. He also has a Master of Engineering degree from Roorkee University (now IIT Roorkee). He also has a
PhD in digital photogrammetry.

IITB STUDENTS MAKE VIDEO AGAINST FEE HIKE

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

MUMBAI: The recent decision of the HRD ministry along with the Standing Committee of Indian Institutes of Technology
( Ts ) to hike fees by more than a 100% has not gone down well with students across all centres. Unlike earlier fee
hikes, where the increased charges were applicable only to the new batches, the latest hike will be applicable to current
batches as well. On Tuesday, students of the ECell at IITBombay ( IITB ) released a video highlighting how this decision to
increase fees will affect the future prospects of students, especially those who are planning to work around
entrepreneurial ventures instead of blindly running after money. “The enormous hike directly translates into a hefty
loan, which leaves us with no choice but to chase jobs just for money and would eventually reduce our enthusiasm to
start new ventures,” states the video, which is available on the IITB ECell page on Facebook and has already got 18,000
views and 398 shares within the first few hours. Stating an economic survey of 2008, the video highlights how for every
rupee invested on an IlITian, Rs 15 is returned eventually; and that every lITian who starts their own venture ends up
giving jobs to many others. “This move will ultimately affect the entrepreneurial ecosystem,” states the video,
highlighting the # i_quit_iit hashtag.

Framework to help institutions, students and industry
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

With the release of the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), Indian institutions should now be able to
introspect on their weaknesses and strengths and improve themselves. Rankings will help create an ecosystem
conducive for them to participate in global ranking systems. As for students and parents, rankings based on objective
data will be useful for taking decisions regarding choice of institutions for study for themselves or their wards. With
enrollments in Indian institutions crossing the 30 million mark, no ranking agency can afford to ignore India, say experts.
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Professor Surendra Prasad, who is part of the core committee involved in devising the ranking framework, says, “For
teachers, and more importantly for the aspiring faculty, rankings offer similar help in identifying the right institutions
where their talents can be best used or honed. For the employers in the industry, they know which campuses can
provide them with the kind of manpower that they need for their business or professional growth.” Ashok Thakur,
former secretary to the government of India, department of higher education, HRD ministry, says, there are several
institutional ratings floating around in the country often with contradictory findings, creating confusion in the minds of
the public and the students at large. “NIRF, on the other hand, is sponsored by the government and is based on upfront
stated parameters worked out by leading academics of top institutions like IITs . The ranking system keeps institutions
and the faculty on its toes to perform better year after year. It can start a virtuous cycle of good education leading to
good ranking which, in turn, leads to attracting good students and faculty. For the industry, it facilitates efficient campus
recruitments both for employment as well as research.” Another pertinent question is whether this will help Indian
institutions make a mark globally. “The exercise initiated under NIRF will definitely create an ecosystem conducive to
participation in ranking systems, including international ones. Since broadly the parameters and processes in both
remain the same, it could prove to be a good training ground for the eventual storming of the international rankings by
our top educational institutions in future. India being one of the largest higher education systems in the world with
enrollments crossing the 30 million mark, no ranking agency worth its name can afford to ignore it. No wonder these
ranking agencies were more than willing to conduct India specific ranking system even before it was decided that it
should be done in house,” says Thakur. A section of experts feels that at the moment, NIRF may be of little help in going
global. Karthick Sridhar, vice chairman, Indian Centre for Academic Rankings and Excellence Pvt Ltd, says, “Our
universities have started appreciating the importance of data collection. They have performed poorly in global rankings
such as QS and THE because of absence of quality data. Institutions such as [ITDelhi , University of Delhi and Mumbai
University are all lagging behind since ranking agencies have little data on them and these institutions have done little to
improve that. “A classic example is IISC Bangalore. When it took professional assistance and put together the right data,
understood the rules of the game better, its rankings went straight into the top 5 of the QS BRICS Universities Rankings.
Indian institutions must all appoint a nodal officer and ensure the availability of right data which will help immensely
improve their positions in NIRF, besides QS & THE Rankings.”



